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COMBINING LIKE TERMS
Dvess A umber Punyle

Objective: Students will practice simplifying expressions by combining like terms with this fun and
engaging Cross-Number Puzzle. This activity includes operations with both positive and negative
integers. Click here for the version with positive integer operations only.

Directions:

This activity is similar to a crossword puzzle, but instead of filling in letters, students fill in
mathematical expressions. There are both Across and Down problems. Students simplify each
expression and record their answers in the puzzle accordingly. The puzzle is self-checking,
allowing students to spot and correct errors if their answers do nof fit.

There are 31 total expressions to simplify. This activity can be completed independently or with a
partner. When working in pairs, one partner can complete the Across problems while the other
works on the Down problems.
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Directions: Simplify each expression by combining like Example: -17x+3  If Down: e 28-8c+9x-3
terms. Write each answer with the variable term first.
Then, use your answers to complete the cross-number If Across:
puzzle. Use the example to the right as a guide for i ‘ Txl=13
entering expressions in the puzzle. | f -5x-20+13x-x-7

g. Sy +25-6x-11

Jo -19x-2x-6+2

k. -11-5x+9 +9x

Il -7+15¢-2v+8

m. -15-15x+16-13x

0. 10—-4x+16x-13

ro—x-68+10x-2v+9

ACROSS DOWN
d. 20x +82-12-2¢ a.8-2c+3x-11
$.17-7x+2¢-16
h, -7x-50+5x+3 b.-8x+10+17x-3 f 14+8Bc-2c 14
I 8x-5+2-3¢r+3 C. -2x-5+35-2% u. 3r+17-12-4x +8x
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https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Combining-Like-Terms-Positive-Integer-Operations-Cross-Number-Puzzle-15318894
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