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Objective:  Students will practice simplifying, adding, subtracting, multiplying, and dividing 
complex numbers. For division, students must be able to rationalize the denominator, which 
includes multiplying by the conjugate.  This activity was written for an Algebra 2 level class.

Description:  There are 30 total cards. Once matched, there will be 10 sets of three cards, each 
having the same answer.

Ways to use this activity:
(1)   I recommend that students work in partners or individually on this activity.  Print the cards 

and distribute to each group.  They cut out the cards and evenly distribute the cards 
between them.  They solve the problem on the card, showing their work on the back of the 
card, or if you prefer, on a separate sheet of notebook paper.  Once all cards are solved, 
they match all the “triples” together.  I have my students staple their triples together and 
place in a zip-lock bag for a grade.  Simply write their names on the bag with a sharpie.  I 
provided a simple answer key for you to use to ensure they are matched together 
correctly.

(2)  Use the activity as a means to group students!  Give each student one card.  Students must 
look for the two people in the room with a card with the same answer.  

Sample “Triple”:
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